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...by his knowledge the deeps broke open... (Proverbs 3:20a ESV)

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the
windows of the heavens were opened (Genesis 7:11 ESV).

And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights (Genesis 7: 12 ESV) .

The first two verses indicate breaking open, while the third verse refers to
enormous rain.

Fragmentation

‘Deeps were divided’ and ‘springs of the great deep burst forth’ may imply
rifting and fracturing of the Earth’s crust. This can be correlated with
Neoproterozoic (late Precambrian) breakup of a supercontinent including the
Cordilleran and Appalachian margins of North America (Dickens 2018b).

Continental breakup occurred more or less simultaneously at about 0.6 Ga
along the Appalachian and Cordilleran margins (Bond et al, 1984). There is a
worldwide 0.6 Ga cluster of radiometric dates from detrital zircons (Voice et al.
2011) and this was related to the start of the Flood (Dickens, 2018). Radiometric
“ages” are used in this abstract in a relative time order sense and not accepted in an
absolute time sense. | accept a biblical date for the Flood of ~4,500 years ago.

Another breakup example is the western margin of SW Australia which
formerly bordered Greater India. I consider that the vicinity of the 1,000 km long
Darling Fault Zone in SW Australia is an example where hydrothermal fountains of
the great deep broke open, at the beginning of Noah'’s Flood (Dickens 2018a).

A regionally extensive and major hydrothermal event is indicated by:

e Thermal resetting of Archean granite radiometric dates to Neoproterozoic
values

e Alteration of biotite mica to chlorite

e A conductivity anomaly penetrating to the upper mantle is evidence for water
within the fault zone.

Enormous rain: erosion, detritus flow and deposition

Flowing water can powerfully erode even hard crystalline rocks. The modern-
day canyon formed in the spillway of California’s Oroville Dam demonstrates that
water is powerful enough to rapidly erode even hard crystalline rock (Walker,
2017).

On the craton, in the vicinity of the Grand Canyon’s Great Unconformity,
kilometers deep Neoproterozoic erosion of hard crystalline basement rocks
(granite and schist) has been estimated (McDannell et al, 2022; DeLucia et al,
2018). This is consistent with a significant missing Neoproterozoic stratigraphic
section. The Great Unconformity is a surface where pre-existing topography has
been peneplaned.
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However, to the west on the continental margin there is a significant
kilometers-thick section of Neoproterozoic detritus. Detrital zircons indicate
transport of detritus in that direction. Thus, the erosion of the craton and transport
of detritus to the western margin is consistent with the effect of the early Flood’s
enormous rain.

Beginning in the Neoproterozoic there was a huge increase of sedimentation
consistent with deposition associated with the stupendous early Flood rain.

Conclusion
There is strong evidence that the start of Noah’s Flood transformed the
surface of the Earth.
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