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Title Evidence of the Divine Authorship of the Pentateuch 
through the Timeless Relevance of the Cleanliness Laws 

Topic/Field Medicine/Biology/Mosaic Laws 

Target audience General  

The Pentateuch, traditionally attributed to Moses, presents a profound blend 
of theological depth, historical narrative, and practical guidance. Among its many 
aspects, the cleanliness laws in Leviticus and Deuteronomy stand out as evidence of 
knowledge far beyond the scientific understanding of ancient cultures. These laws 
remain relevant today, affirming their divine origin, literal reliability, and integral 
role in supporting the Genesis creation narrative. This lecture examines these laws 
from both a practical and theological perspective, demonstrating their coherence 
with the rest of Scripture and their implications for modern faith and science. 

The cleanliness laws of the Pentateuch, including quarantine for contagious 
diseases (Leviticus 13:46), proper waste disposal (Deuteronomy 23:12-13), and 
ritual washing (Leviticus 15:5), reveal an advanced understanding of hygiene and 
disease prevention. These concepts were unknown to ancient societies yet align 
with modern public health principles. The effectiveness of quarantine and 
sanitation measures during the COVID-19 pandemic mirrors these biblical 
directives, highlighting their enduring wisdom. Since such knowledge was recorded 
long before the emergence of germ theory, it strongly suggests divine revelation 
rather than mere human intuition. Only the Creator, possessing infinite wisdom, 
could have given universally beneficial instructions that transcend historical and 
cultural boundaries. 

The discussion extends to the nature of viruses, which challenge 
evolutionary explanations. Viruses exist in a unique space between life and non-life, 
relying on host cells for replication. Their precise genetic structures, diverse forms, 
and infection mechanisms reveal an intricate and purposeful design that 
contradicts the randomness expected by evolutionary theory. Their origin is a 
dilemma for evolutionists—viruses require cellular life to exist, yet their 
complexity defies naturalistic development. Just as the Tower of Hanoi puzzle 
demands deliberate sequencing, the emergence of viruses suggests an intelligent 
designer orchestrating their function and role within creation. 

Beyond hygiene, the theological implications of these laws reflect God’s 
concern for humanity’s holistic well-being. The interwoven nature of practical 
instruction and theological teaching in the Pentateuch strengthens the case for its 
divine authorship. If these cleanliness laws are profoundly accurate and remain 
relevant across centuries, and are literal, historically reliable, and divinely inspired, 
then the Genesis creation account, which is part of the same text, should also be 
taken literally. The Pentateuch’s practical laws and historical narrative work 
together, reinforcing the Genesis account’s credibility as real history rather than 
allegory. 

In conclusion, this lecture affirms the divine authorship of the Pentateuch 
through the timeless relevance of its cleanliness laws and their connection to the 
literal creation narrative in Genesis. These laws demonstrate wisdom beyond 
human understanding, preceding modern science while safeguarding human 
health. The coherence between the Pentateuch’s practical and theological 
dimensions supports the case for taking Genesis literally and historically. This 
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discussion invites reflection on the Creator’s transcendent wisdom, which 
continues to shape faith, science, and society beyond human comprehension.  
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Prof. Dr Samuel Gan is a Singaporean scientist, creation apologetics speaker, and 
theology student with an exceptionally diverse background.  

Since mid-2022, he has served as a High Achieving Research Professor at Wenzhou Kean 
University and was honoured with the Zhejiang Provincial Innovative Expert Award for his 
contributions to scientific research. Before this, he was a Senior Principal Investigator at 
A*STAR, leading the Antibody and Product Development Lab. He also holds academic 
roles as an Adjunct Associate Professor and Advisor Mentor at James Cook University 
Singapore and an Associate Lecturer at the Singapore University of Social Sciences. His 
prolific research career includes over 100 publications, with many as the corresponding 
author. In recognition of his scientific achievements, he was awarded the UK Alumni 
Singapore - Science and Sustainability Award 2022 and was the Bronze Winner of the 
inaugural Merck Lab Connectivity Award. 

Beyond academia, Dr Gan is an active creation apologetics speaker, engaging in public 
talks on the intersection of science and faith. Since 2014, he has been a speaker for 
Creation Ministries International (CMI) Singapore, delivering lectures internationally on 
creation apologetics. In addition to his scientific and apologetic work, he holds diplomas 
in theology from Far Eastern Bible College and London Reformed Bible Seminary 
(Spurgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle). He is pursuing further theological studies at 
Thirdmill Seminary while attending night classes at Chin Lien Bible Seminary whenever he 
is in Singapore.  
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